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Tos S/P - Mr. Joyce 

From EE - Mr. Vedeler 

Subject* Vojtech Krajcovic 



Reference is made to Mr* Kelley's memorandum of February 6, 

1951 requesting information on Ur* Vojtech Krajcovic of the National 
C ommittee for Liberation of Slovakia and the Department's views orT 
cooperation with him by the NCre~ 

Krajcovic, bom February 1*, 1911*, was a minor functionary In 
Slovakia during World War II, employed in the Bank of Slovakia and 
in the Institute for Econ omic, Resea rch. It is reported that he was 
at one time a follower of (frurcansl^, but later he apparently participated 
in an effort of certain Slovak officials tt seek a separate peace with 
the Allies in 19U*. He was captured by the Gestapo at Sarajevo, £ 
Yugoslavia and put in the concentration camp at Mauthausen* After his * 
liberation from there and a brief return to Slovakia, he went to Paris 
and then immigrated to this country in 19U7* 

In April 191*8, Krajcovic visited this office together with 
Ur. Lukac in an effort to establish continuous contact with the - 

political desk. At that time he made extravagant statements concerning 
widespread support for himself among Slovak Americans and other Slovak 
groups in Western Europe, and concerning the strength of his underground 
organization in Slovakia. 

’<». The Department did not encourage further contact and it was not 
subsequently maintained* However, Krajcovic, supported by t he rightist 
and strongly separatist Slovak language newspaper in New fork City, 

Slovak v Amerike , made an effort to obtain the backing of the Slovak 
League , of America, a roof organization of Catholic Slovak American o 
organizations, and other large Catholic groups, during the course of 
,1953. He did not, succeed in this endeavor and plans to establish 
headquarters in Washington in the fall of 19U8 apparently fell through. 

In February 19k9 the most powerful Slovak separatist groups in ! 
exile lined up behind two competing leaders, Karol Sldo r and Ferdinand 
D uroan&k y, Sidor, a former leader of the Slovak Hlinka People's Party 
and Slovak Minister to the Vatican from 19fl9 to 19i*5, then resident in 
Rome, merged as head of a reorganized Slovak National Council Abroad, 
superseding a Slovak National Committee in London headed by Peter 
Pridavolc, Ferdinand Durcansky, a former Slovak Minister of Foreign * 
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trongly pro-Nazi in 1936-19 bO and was listed as a 
?16 by the UNWCC, reorganized his exile organization, 
Cornnittee, and renamed it the Slovak Liberation 
i 12, 19h9* These realignments in the Slovak Separatist 
it about the sane time as the organization of the 
sechoslovakia in Washington. On March 16 , X9U9 
2 d the formation of the National Conuiiittee for the 



A struggle ensued between the two most powerful separatist 
organizations, those of Sidor and Durcanfeky . for the support of Slovak 
American Catholic groups. Sidor had the inside track from the beginning 
and obtained the full support of the Slovak League of America at that 
time* The struggle continued, however, and broke out anew in the spring 
of 19^0 when Sidor obtained a visa to visit the United States. Krajcovic 
was ignored during most of this period, but he did intervene against the 
granting of a visa to Sidor, stating to American authorities that Sidor 
had been pro-Nazi. He a Iso reported that Durcansfo was pro-Nazi, and 
that his own organisation was the only Slovak grdto abroad which was both 
anti-fascist and anti-communist . It is apparent that he seeks to dis- 
credit other factions in ordor to leave the fieldifree for himself- 
Apparently, however, he has had very little success thus far in making 
headway against the two other well-established groups. 

His latest project of opening an office in the National Press 
F un ring and of registering his organization as a f oreign agavt with the 
Department of Justice (on January 25* 1951) is obviously an effort to 
reinvigorate his organization. However, whether in collusion or in » 
counteraction, Durcansky 1 s Slovak Liberation Committee promptly registered 
with the Department of Justice also, on January 30, 1951* At the same 
time, Philip Hrobak , President of the Slovak League of America and an 
ardent supporter of Sidor, has inquired through Congressional channels 
concerning Krajcovic 1 s registration with the Department of Justice and 
alleged registration with the Department of State. Registration with 
the latter is of course a fictitious claim which he is attempting to 
exploit in advancing the interests’ of hi?; organization. 

The idea of forming a Slovak separatist group freed from 
comections with the old Slovak leadership tainted with collaboration 
with Nazi ism, and espousing a European Federation, might well have a 
definite appeal to democratic groups interested in the emergence of a 
separate Slovak? state. Aside from the power of the other Slovak 
separatist organizations staffed with well-known former leaders of the 
HLinka Party, his lack of support appears to be attributable to actions 
which result in the distrust of those with whom he deals. He is 
personally very ambitious. He makes extravagant claims* particularly 
with respect to his leadership of underground groups, which, on exaai- 
nation, have very little substance. The slightest courtesy on the part’,; 
of American officials is immediately seized upon and distorted to 0 his' 
personal advantage, [$ven his protestations of oppodtion to Durcansky aye 
open to question. He derives his principal support in the United States 
from ardent supporters of Durcansky, such as the Slovak v Aaerike group w 
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